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STEM Student Journalists – Parental and Pupil consent form
This consent form relates to the involvement of pupils and students under 16 years in the East Midlands STEM Partnership PR activity. See footnote for more detail.

In particular, this consent relates to the activity of the pupil as a STEM Student Journalist as agreed with the participating school or college.

The project is managed jointly by The Marketing Division and Integra Communications Limited, with Integra managing the student briefing and ongoing work.

Contact at Integra is Louise Third

Tel: 0115 906 1377

E: pr@integra.gb.com
1.0 The Brief

A STEM Student Journalist’s role is to:

· provide direct user feedback on STEM partnership activities

· provide an active link between the STEM partnership and their educational institution

· provide material to help publicise the work of the STEM partnership

2.0 STEM Student journalists will:

· Keep themselves abreast of the latest STEM Partnership initiatives and receive briefings from Integra Communications on the latest STEM activities

· Liaise with teaching staff on the educational establishment’s involvement in STEM initiatives

· Produce short media items including  blogs, podcasts, articles, videos etc, recording the engagement of the school with particular initiatives

· Where appropriate, be put in touch by Integra Communications with interested local papers and other media with a view to their material and comments adding to STEM coverage.

Each student will receive a brief and a template to guide their reporting. Communication with the STEM Student Journalists will be maintained by Integra Communications through teaching staff at the various institutions.
3.0 Use of Material

Selected material produced by the student journalists will be used on the STEM Partnership website as well as being available for the range of other communications. A major purpose of the project is to assist Integra Communications to provide material of interest to local and national media to help communicate the messages of the STEM partnership to the widest possible audience. 
4.0 Copyright

Pupils and schools submitting copy, recordings and photography to the STEM Student Reporter project should abide by current UK Copyright law. Students should only use their own written work and their own photos music etc. If in doubt, please take advice.

Copyright is assigned to the STEM Partnership for the above uses. Permission will always be sought from pupil, parent and educational institution before material is used in any PR activity involving the media.

CONSENT
This form should be retained by the school/college with a copy sent to:

Integra Communications

Strelley Hall

Nottingham

NG8 6PE
Parent / Guardian

I / we consent to allowing (name of pupil)…………………………………………………. 

Of (name of school/college)………………………………………………………………….

to take part as a STEM Student Journalist. We agree to selected material being posted on the web and possibly used in media work. We understand that our son/daughter may be chosen to report on special stories and that permission will be sought on each occasion.

Parent/Guardian name………………………………………………………………………………….

Date:………………………………………………….

Pupil
I agree to abide by the rules allowing me to take part as a STEM Student Journalist. This includes being careful not to use other people’s materials including photos and music. I understand that I must have all material checked and cleared by staff who will then submit the report to the STEM Partnership team.
I agree to assign copyright of my material to the STEM Partnership for use on the website and for media use.

Pupil name……………………………………………………….. School/College

Date:……………………………………………………
FOOTNOTE:

About emda’s STEM (Science Technology Engineering and Maths) programme

Launched in early 2008, emda’s STEM programme marks a £6m investment over three years in a range of projects to support the development of STEM skills in the East Midlands and increase the level of STEM literacy in the population.   

There are seven key elements to emda’s STEM programme.  These include:

1. The East Midlands STEM Partnership - the voice of science, technology, engineering and mathematics education in the region.  Through its members, the Partnership provides the stimulation, skills and support for STEM professionals of the future.  Coordinated on emda’s behalf by The Marketing Division (TMD), it aims to:

· join up regional STEM activity across schools, further and higher education 

· work on the solutions for gaps in provision 

· promote opportunities and programmes to the STEM education and business audiences 

· present a model of best practice to other regions 

2. The National Space Academy - The first of its kind in the country, the £1.3m Academy will be set up at the National Space Centre in Leicester with support from partners at the University of Leicester, the University of Nottingham, the Regional Science Learning Centre for the East Midlands, STEMNET and emda. 

The focus of the Space Academy will be to:

· deliver space-related STEM education programmes linked to the national science curriculum for learners from secondary school up to college and university; 

· link with employers, with particular focus on the space and aerospace sectors in the region; 

· provide educational resources and training opportunities for teachers and educators that fit the national STEM agenda and the new STEM curriculum.  

3. Lab in a Lorry - emda has invested in the Institute of Physics’ (IoP) ‘Lab in a Lorry’ for a three-year period from October 2007 to September 2010.  During this time, the interactive mobile physics laboratory will be visiting schools, universities and public areas across the region to enable young people to explore science through hands-on experiments.  The tour is being managed on emda’s behalf by STEMNET (a national, Government-funded organisation that promotes STEM opportunities) in conjunction with its sub-regional partners, called SETPOINTS (networks hosted at a local level to facilitate links between education and the wider STEM community).

4.  ‘Ignition*’ - Run by Creative Partnerships and Ignite! with emda funding, ‘Ignition*’  is an inspiring programme of activities, competitions and workshops that will engage young people - both in and out of school - from across the region to encourage creative thinking skills in relation to STEM subjects.  www.ignitefutures.org.uk  

5.  Nanowhat? – The East Midlands Nanotechnology Road-shows - coordinated by The University of Nottingham, these events aim to take ‘totally tiny technology’ to the people of the East Midlands during the spring and summer months of 2008.  emda has contributed funding to enable these exciting public events - which have been developed in collaboration with the region’s universities and Local Authorities - to take place.

6. Engineering Development Trust (EDT) STEM Programme – This aims to develop an integrated programme of work related engineering and technology activities available to 13-21 year olds from across the East Midlands. This EDT programme provides challenging opportunities to young people interested in engineering and gives them an insight into what it is like to work in an engineering or technology business in the region.

7. East Midlands Science and Technology Awards - emda has allocated more than £600,000 into a bursary scheme to encourage more students to study science-based courses at university. The bursaries are known as EMSTAs (East Midlands Science and Technology Awards) and are available at the region’s nine universities.  EMSTA Awards are financial support for selected students from the region, accepted on Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) full-time undergraduate degree courses in the East Midlands. One hundred and twenty-five scholarships of £3,000 (£1,000 per year for three years of undergraduate study) are available for 2008 entry.  The initiative is a partnership between emda, the East Midlands Universities Association (EMUA) and Aimhigher East Midlands.  For more information visit www.aimhigher-eastmidlands.ac.uk/emsta 

About emda
· emda is one of nine Regional Development Agencies in England, set up in 1999 to bring a regional focus to economic development.

· Working in partnership with public, private and voluntary organisations the aim is to deliver the 2006 Regional Economic Strategy (RES) ‘A Flourishing Region’, which sets out regional priorities until 2020. 

· The RES, coordinated by emda, highlights the themes of productivity, sustainability and equality and builds on the previous two strategies; ‘Prosperity Through People’ and ‘Destination 2010’.

· In early 2007 the National Audit Office announced emda had received the highest possible grade of 'performing strongly' in an independent assessment of our work - scoring 22 out of 24.

· For more details visit www.emda.org.uk
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