TEN TIPS FOR NEWS WRITERS

1. Find the focus – what is the news?

The best stories have a focus and a point. Bring out what interested you most and what the reader will find interesting. It’s not always the most obvious angle.
2. Who’s the story about?
Remember that you are gathering information and then determining the direction of the story: ‘City Councillor John Higgins will apologise to the women he ejected from a public meeting to settle a long and costly lawsuit against him, the City Council said’

Re-written: After two years of fighting City Hall, Rita Moore, 72, is getting what she wanted: a formal apology from Councillor John Higgins.
3. Tell that story in one word – innovation, skills, trust, hunger

4. Before you write – organise notes

Use post-its, coloured pens, Mind Maps etc whatever system you like to help you see a picture and order from your notes
5. Create a great opening sentence 

After reading the opening 2 sentences, are you inspired to read on? Work hard on those early words and you have captured the reader
6. Use active language 
‘are, is, were,  and was’ replace with the active. The workshop was attended by several Lincolnshire Schools. 

Re-written: Several Lincolnshire schools attended the workshop.
7. Avoid overuse of adjectives – remain objective
Adjectives often imply subjective value judgments that your reporting might or might not support (and that readers will interpret as bias in either case)
8. Focus on detail and facts
The best news provides evidence in the form of stats or verified information

9. Watch sentence length
Read aloud to identify where sentences are too long. Spot where there is a natural break.

10. Just read! Read good writers
Learn from others’ styles and then develop your own

